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SUBJECT: APPEAL FROM AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 

REF: PARA 5, STATE 76209 

1. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED: DEPT HAS RECEIVED FOLLOWING 
LETTER ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY FROM SECRETARY GENERAL 
MARTIN ENNALS OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL IN LONDON: BEGIN 
TEXT: 


AT ITS MEETING IN APRIL 1977 THE INTERNATIONAL EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL CONSIDERED THE CASE OF 
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RUDOLF HESS, THE PRISONER IN SPANDAU PRISON, BERLIN. IT 
DID SO WITH A VIEW TO ASCERTAINING IF AND TO WHAT EXTENT 
THE CONDITIONS OF IMPRISONMENT OF MR. HESS AMOUNT TO 
"CRUEL, INHUMAN OR DEGRADING TREATMENT" AS PROHIBITED BY 
ARTICLE 5 OF THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, 

IN THE LIGHT OF PERSISTENT REPORTS TO THAT EFFECT. 
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL CONCLUDES THAT MR. HESS' CONDITIONS 
OF IMPRISONMENT DO INDEED FALL BELOW INTERNATIONALLY 
ACCEPTED MINIMUM STANDARDS OF TREATMENT OF PRISONERS, GIVEN 
THE FACT THAT, AS THE ONLY PRISONER IN SPANDAU PRISON, HE 
HAS NOW BEEN IN EFFECTIVE SOLITARY CONFINEMENT FOR MORE 
THAN 10 YEARS. IT IS THE EXPERIENCE OF AMNESTY 
INTERNATIONAL THAT PROLONGED SOLITARY CONFINEMENT CAN 
HAVE DAMAGING EFFECTS ON A PRISONER'S PHYSICAL AND MENTAL 
HEALTH. A PERIOD OF 10 YEARS WOULD APPEAR TO EXCEED EVEN 
THE CONCEPT OF PROLONGED SOLITARY CONFINEMENT, PARTICULARY 
SINCE IT IS REPORTEDLY AGGRAVATED BY CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS 
ON SOCIAL CONTACTS (CORRESPONDENCE AND VISITS) AND 
INSTANCES OF INADEQUATE MEDICAL CARE. THERE CAN BE 
LITTLE DOUBT, THEREFORE, THAT EVEN TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE 
PRISONER S ADVANCED AGE, THESE CONDITIONS OF IMPRISONMENT 
HAVE AT LEAST IN PART CONTRIBUTED TO A REPORTED SERIOUS 
DETERIORATION OF HIS PHYSICAL AND MENTAL HEALTH. 

GIVEN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL CANNOT BUT 
REGARD THE CONDITION OF IMPRISONMENT OF MR. HESS AS 
CONSTITUTING CRUEL, INHUMAN AND DEGRADING TREATMENT 
AND AS THUS BEING IN VIOLATION OF ARTICLE 5 OF THE 
UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND ARTICLE 7 OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS. 

I THEREFORE APPEAL TO THE FOUR GOVERNMENTS OF THE ALLIED 
DIRECTORATE TO TAKE WHATEVER STEPS ARE NECESSARY AND 
APPROPRIATE TO END THE SOLITARY CONFINEMENT OF MR. HESS AND 
TO ENSURE THAT HE RECEIVES ADEQUATE HEALTH CARE. IN 
MAKING THIS APPEAL I WISH TO STRESS THAT AMNESTY 
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INTERNATIONAL'S CONCERN IS BASED SOLELY ON HUMANITARIAN 
GROUNDS, WITHOUT REGARD TO THE NATURE OF THE CRIMES OF 
WHICH THE PRISONER WAS CONVICTED. END TEXT. END 
UNCLASSIFIED. 

2. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL: FROM CONTEXT OF THE LETTER, 

IT APPEARS SIMILAR LETTERS HAVE BEEN ADDRESSED TO THE 
OTHER ALLIED GOVERNMENTS AS WELL AS TO THE SOVIETS. 

ALTHOUGH WE ASSUME EACH ALLIED GOVERNMENT WOULD WISH 
TO SEND ITS OWN REPLY, WE BELIEVE IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO 
AGREE ON THE ELEMENTS OF AN APPROPRIATE RESPONSE. OUR 
PREFERENCE WOULD BE FOR A LETTER WHICH WOULD POINT OUT 
CONTINUING ALLIED EFFORTS TO PERSUADE THE SOVIETS TO 
RELEASE HESS ON HUMANITARIAN GROUNDS AND TO IMPROVE 
THE CONDITIONS OF HIS IMPRISONMENT, WHILE BEING CAREFUL 
NOT TO ACCEPT THE PROPOSITION THAT THE CONDITIONS OF 
HIS IMPRISONMENT, TO WHICH THE ALLIES ORIGINALLY AGREED, 

FALL BELOW INTERNATIONALLY ACCEPTED MINIMUM STANDARDS 
FOR TREATMENT OF PRISONERS. WE BELIEVE THE ALLEGATIONS 
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OF INADEQUATE MEDICAL CARE SHOULD BE TACTFULLY BUT FIRMLY 
REBUTTED. 

3. FOR EMBASSY BONN: WE WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF EMBASSY 
WOULD SUGGEST THE TEXT OF AN APPROPRIATE RESPONSE, 
INCORPORATING THE ELEMENTS AGREED WITH THE BRITISH AND 
FRENCH. OUR DEADLINE TO REPLY IS JUNE 20. 

4. FOR USBERLIN: MISSION MAY WISH TO COMMENT TO EMBASSY 
ON QUESTIONS RAISED IN AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL'S LETTER. 

WE BELIEVE USEFUL BACKGROUND INFORMATION WOULD BE 
OUTLINE OF PRESENT REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE CONDITIONS 
OF HESS' IMPROVEMENT AND DESCRIPTION OF MANNER IN WHICH 
THOSE CONDITIONS WERE IMPROVED IN 1970, AS WELL AS ANY 
RECENT IMPROVEMENTS WHICH MAY HAVE BEEN ACHIEVED. COMMENTS 
ON MANNER IN WHICH HESS' SITUATION AND PRISON ROUTINE 

DIFFER FROM TRADITIONAL SOLITARY CONFINEMENT WOULD 
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PRESUMABLY ALSO BE HELPFUL. CHRISTOPHER 
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